Management of the septic patient in the operating room.
Sepsis, severe sepsis, and septic shock represent the spectrum of physiological response to a variety of infecting pathogens. Multiple-organ dysfunction may result from widespread activation of inflammatory and antiinflammatory mechanisms. Intensive multiorgan support, effective antibiotic therapy, and eradication of the inciting source remain the cornerstones in the care of septic patients. Perioperative planning and management need to ensure the continuation of such care in addition to providing for the requirements of the given surgical procedure.